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• Step inside the interactive People of the Waters and explore the richness of 
   prehistoric and early life in this region that spans 13,000 years

• Watch the brilliant hourly performance of the Apostles Clock, a rare monumental 
   timepiece built in 1895 

• Marvel at the beauty of the stunning carved woodwork, exquisite artwork, fine glass  
   and ceramics, and the rich Tiffany treasures in the historic Sawyer home

• Find a wide selection of unique history products, books, and other interesting 
   items in the Museum Store

• Enjoy an incredible rotation of engaging temporary exhibitions 
   selected to inspire, inform, and entertain

• The Menominee Clans Story displays wood figures carved by the 
   Menominee traditional artist, James F. Frechette, Jr. 

• Uncover the hidden treasures of Grandma’s Attic, experience 
   pioneer life on the frontier, and discover the hardships of a Civil 
   War soldier

• Glimpse various time periods in the region’s history, from early 
   inhabitants to Oshkosh’s ravaging fires

• Restrooms

• Stroll the streets of old Oshkosh through 
   historic images documenting the city’s 
   early architecture and development

• Open the discovery drawers and 
   unlock secrets of the past, from military 
   memorabilia to bank notes and coins

• Lecture Room and Museum Archives, 
   open by appointment only

Sports & Recreation will be a lively 
display of sports and leisure artifacts 
and historic photographs of local 
people participating in these fun 
activities. Our goal is to complete 
construction and installation in 2020.



Gallery Guide

Sawyer Home and Grounds

“probably the finest of the kind
                     in this section of the State.”
                                           -Oshkosh Daily Northwestern

The cornerstone of the Oshkosh Public Museum is
the historic home of Edgar P. and Mary Jewell Sawyer. 
Designed by Oshkosh architect William Waters 
in a style reported as “Gothic and Old English,” 
the home was built in 1908 by C.R. Meyer Co. 
of Oshkosh. The prestigious Tiffany Studios of 
New York was contracted to design and furnish 
the interiors of the home. One of the most 
recognizable and beautiful Tiffany features is the 
iridescent stained glass windows on the landing
of the grand staircase.

The Sawyer home is a wonderful example of 
Edwardian elegance. Built of Indiana brown 
brick and Bedford limestone, the grand fortress 
encompassed approximately 17,600 square feet 
and incorporated all the modern conveniences 
of the time – horsehair insulation, two telephone 
lines, electrical and gas services, electric elevator 
and a coal-fired steam heating system. The Sawyer’s 
estate also included a carriage house on the 
southwest side of the grounds, with three box 
stalls for horses, a carriage room and garage space 
for four automobiles.

Edgar Sawyer was a prominent lumber baron and 
businessman, owning several diverse businesses. 
Born in 1842 in Crown Point, New York, he 
moved to Wisconsin with his parents in 1847. 
When his father, Philetus Sawyer, began his 
political career in 1857 much of the responsibility 
for the lumber business was given to Edgar.
In business, as in life, Edgar practiced absolute 
fairness and generosity.

Edgar and Mary Jewell were married in 1864, 
merging two very prominent families in Oshkosh. 
They were both 66 years old when they moved 

into their grand and modern new home in 1909. 
Sadly, Mary passed away from heart failure the 
following year. After Mary’s death, Edgar seldom 
lived in the home, dividing his time at Waldwic, 
their summer home on Lake Butte des Morts, and 
a home in Palm Beach, Florida. Edgar Sawyer died 
there in 1927 at age 84.

The Sawyers were well liked and respected, and 
they made many philanthropic gifts to the people 
of Oshkosh without any fanfare. Edgar donated 
his residence on Algoma Boulevard to the City 
of Oshkosh in 1922 “... for the benefit of the 
public.” The City formally accepted the donation 
in 1924, and in November of that year the “art 
museum at the Sawyer Foundation” opened its 
doors to the public. The name “Oshkosh Public 
Museum” began being used in early 1925.

Today the Sawyer home is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Construction of the 
William Steiger Wing in 1982 irreversibly altered 
parts of the home, and the interior of the building 
underwent extensive restoration after the museum 
fire of 1994. The quality and accuracy of the 
restoration earned the Oshkosh Public Museum 
awards from both the Wisconsin Trust for Historic 
Preservation and the American Association for 
State and Local History.

Membership is an Excellent Value!
Museum membership helps support the care 
and preservation of the collections and archival 
materials, and the beautiful historic Sawyer 
home. Membership also plays a critical part in 
funding exhibitions, programs and educational 
activities that inspire learning.

The Oshkosh Public Museum is a non-profit 
regional history museum entrusted with 
the care of more than 300,000 historical 
photographs, documents, and artifacts that 
represent the history, culture and heritage
of the region. 

Housed in the historic Sawyer home since 
1924, the Oshkosh Public Museum is an 
amazing resource for research and discovery 
of Oshkosh and the Lake Winnebago region. 
The Museum’s mission is to preserve the area’s 
colorful legacy, and to bring history to life 
through innovative exhibitions and educational 
programs that will both inspire and entertain 
guests of all ages and interests. 

The Museum is nationally accredited by the 
American Alliance of Museums and listed on 
the State and National Register of Historic 
Places. Operated for the public good in part 
through City of Oshkosh tax levy funding, 
a significant portion of annual funding 
must be raised through donations and fees, 
including admissions and membership support. 
The Museum relies on the generosity of 
foundations, organizations and individuals to 
achieve our goals for this year and beyond. 

Thank you for your support!

1331 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901
920.236.5799     •     oshkoshmuseum.org
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