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        “There is nothing that is so
aesthetically pleasing and yet so functional 
              and versatile as the canoe.”
                                                             -Bill Mason, renowned canoeing instructor, author, conservationist

Using centuries-old skills, master canoe builder Ferdy Goode of Arbor Vitae, Wisconsin, built a craft that is identical to the nimble vessels 
that once slipped through the rivers and marshes of the Winnebago region. This beautiful specimen will be a featured item in the new 
People of the Waters exhibition. Birch bark canoe, Museum purchase, funded by a bequest from Florence Sarres.



Director’s Message
The Museum is known for its exhibitions, its collections, and our staff expertise and professionalism. 
Taken as a whole, these elements combine in a creative balance to produce an institution that contributes 
significantly to the community’s quality of life. That all these components come together smoothly is the 
result of vision, careful and considered decisions, and dedication. The Museum continues to act strategically 
to achieve the vision developed through the planning process.

The Museum’s publications are filled with wonderful news of People of the Waters, a grand, 
state-of-the-art exhibition that will propel the Museum forward. Construction is well underway 
and opening celebrations begin in September 2017. But People of the Waters is not the only 
undertaking on our long list of projects. 

The Museum continues to make remarkable progress across a wide spectrum. While our 
advances are most apparent in exhibitions, other work is equally notable and much of it is 
tied to those exhibitions. It is essential to recognize the first-class work of the staff, for they are 
building the foundation of the Museum’s renaissance. Staff are aided by dedicated volunteers 
who annually contribute well over 2,000 hours.

The growing number of historic photographs now accessible online is due to the efforts of Archivist Scott 
Cross; our expanding profile is the result of the efforts of Marketing and Membership Coordinator, Karla 
Szekeres. Ensuring the structures are sound and basic exhibit construction is done right and on time is the 
responsibility of Matt Reinke, Building Maintenance. Exhibit Technician Greg Witthun, assisted by Bill 
Radig, who returned from retirement temporarily to help with People of the Waters, turns exhibition ideas 
into reality. Our annual exhibitions are researched, developed, and directed by Debra Daubert, Curator of 
Exhibitions, and our fine publications and other visual materials come from the creative hand of Graphic 
Artist, Daniel Fiser. Registrar Joan Lloyd and Durow Curator of Collections, Anna Cannizzo, ensure the 
vital collection records, care, and ongoing management meet or exceed all professional standards. Katrina 
Achilli, Museum Assistant, works on a diverse spectrum of projects from exhibitions to education and is 
always there to lend a hand. That our galleries and other spaces are impeccably clean is due to the hard 
work of Custodian Nancy Albright; ensuring that administration runs smoothly, and that bills are paid, 
falls under the sure hand of Administrative Assistant Theresa Books, and our visitors are greeted and 
superbly served by Ginny Gross and Madeleine Fischer, the smiling and friendly front desk personalities. 
Ginny Gross, a skilled researcher and author, is currently working on the remarkable diary of Nancy 
Derby, which covers the late 1850s and Civil War. Watch for that publication in 2017 or 2018.

My point is that all this is happening, and the Museum accomplishes its mission, because of the excellent 
work that staff, Board, volunteers, and interns do every day. It is increasingly evident that the Oshkosh 
Public Museum is coming to be viewed as a dynamic, inspirational resource that encourages discovery on 
every level, and that is all due to our enthusiastic team.

We are a public institution dedicated to serving the community and preserving and sharing the collective 
heritage. Your input is welcomed and appreciated, for it helps us improve what we do. As we earn the 
public’s respect, people express their support in a concrete way through generous support. As part of 
this report, I formally extend our heartfelt appreciation to our Members and supporters, to Mayor Steve 
Cummings and the Common Council, and to City Manager Mark Rohloff. Everyone continues to work in 
committed partnership to transform and improve the Museum.

Much has been accomplished, but much remains. In eight short years this Museum will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary (1924-2024), and I expect that centennial will be a wonderful event. The work being done now
is positioning the Museum for continued public service for its second hundred years.

Brad Larson
Director
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Wisconsin Distributing Company, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, nesting banana box. These boxes were 
manufactured by Chicago Mill and Lumber Company. A useful feature of this box is that it is 
designed to nest for easy storage. The box has metal bars that, once loaded with product, can 
swing over the opening to make the boxes stack on top of one another. Acc. 2016.30



Oshkosh Public Museum

Janice Pennau
Fred and Berta Peterson
Thomas E. Petri
Jack and Kathleen Propp
William Radford
Jack and Joan Radtke
Rick Rego
Robert and Sandra Rego
E. Arthur Rehbein
Emil and Audrey Reichow
William and Peggy Reimer
Ann Reinke Strong, through 
   the Charlotte Palmer Phillips 
   Foundation
Donna M. Resheske
Adeline Ritchie
Sharon Roeske
Karen Ann Roesler
Beverly J. Rose
Muriel Sagmeister
Nancy Samida
Mildred M. Schafhauser
John F. Schatz
Dexter Schaubs
Beverly Scheuermann
Reinhard and Mary Schmidt
Barbara B. Schmitz
Daniel and Sandra Schneider
Sharon Schwartz
Walter and Lynn Scott, Jr.
Marilyn Seay Rogge
Bud and Pat Seibold

Patricia and Daniel Shea
Mary Shepard
Barbara Shirtz
David and Amy Sitter
Jerry and Beverly Smerling
Michael and Gloria Smith
Irene Snyder
Judith Solarz
John Spanbauer
Nila Staller
James and Laurie Steffen
Milda M. Steinbrecher
Mark and Anne Steinert
Kenley and Carole Steinert, 
   Donor Advised Fund of the 
   Oshkosh Area Community  
   Foundation
Beverly Steinike
David Strohschein
Ruth Strohschein
Marlyn Supiano
Julie Swanson
Michael and Kathryn Swederske
Clariss Techlow
The Royal Red Raspberries
Jack and Jean Thierman
Marion Thompson
Burk and Chris Tower
Jeff and Ann Trembly
Mary Troudt
Lewis and Sally Tusken

William and Barbara Urbrock
Vette Girls Fund of the Oshkosh 
   Area Community Foundation
Ruth A. Vorpahl
Tim Vosters
Margaret H. Wachtel
Chloe Wandschneider
William G. Weber, M.D.
Ina Werner
Charles Williams
Jeffrey and Krista Williams
LuAnn Williams
Thomas and Judith Williams
Valerie P. Williams
Bill Wingren
Thomas and Beverly Wintheiser
Rita Wolff
Bonnie Jean Wolfgram
Don and Marcia Wolter
Barbara Workman, M.D.
Bill and Beth Wyman
Thomas and Shirley Wyman, 
   Donor Advised Fund of the 
   Oshkosh Area Community 
   Foundation
Ross and Mary Jo Yahnke
Gary and Sandra Yakes
Joe and Patti Yana
Tim and Judy Young
Louise Zamzow

“Thank you for always making my day with wonderful memories...”
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Core Purpose:
      Collect & Preserve
The Oshkosh Public Museum has three core purposes: 
collect and preserve; tell stories; and foster an appre-
ciation of our shared past. The Museum’s obligation 
to care for and preserve the community’s shared past 
is our fundamental responsibility. The most recent 
estimate of the size of the collection, which includes 
archival materials, is that it exceeds 300,000 items.

Conservation
Objects and paintings acquired by the Museum are 
seldom in perfect condition because the passing years 
take their toll. To be preserved as symbols of our 
heritage, and to continue passing on their story or 
beauty to new generations, conservation treatment 
may be required.  

While basic work is done in-house, every year staff 
selects artifacts and paintings in need of professional 
conservation treatment. Most recently, two 19th century 
musical instruments, once used by Robert “Popsey” 
Brand, Jr., of Oshkosh’s 19th renowned Arion Band, 
were treated.  

The Museum continues its association with Chicago-
based art conservator Barry Bauman, who conserves 
paintings of select non-profits. Most recently, Mr. 
Bauman completed a beautiful landscape by the 
distinguished artist Jean Cazin (1849-1901). This 
painting is part of the Museum’s core art collection 
from our founding years and suffered from surface 
dirt and damage to the canvas.

This beautiful blue and red painted silk banner with bright gold lettering 
proudly proclaims “United Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiners of 
America, Local Union No. 252, Oshkosh, Wis., Organized June 9th, 1898.” 
The UBC dates back to 1881. This organization led the fight that created 
the 8-hour workday. For years this union banner was carried in parades and 
displayed at special events, mostly on Labor Day. This banner was almost 
lost to the ravages of time, but thanks to a generous donation from the 
North Central States Regional Council of Carpenters it was recently restored 
at the Midwest Art Conservation Center in Minneapolis.

This albumen print of The Arions was taken between 1893-1896. 
Robert “Popsey” Brand, Jr., was an accomplished flute soloist with the 
band. While serving in the 2nd Wisconsin National Guard band during 
the Spanish American War, Brand contracted Typhoid Fever at Camp 
Thomas in Georgia. He died on July 5, 1898. OPM #P1929.5

This circa 1895 ebony flute (Acc. 5993) and rosewood piccolo (Acc. 5993-1)
were used by the famous Robert “Popsey” Brand, Jr., who played in 
Oshkosh’s well-known Arion Band. Both instruments were conserved at 
the Midwest Art Conservation Center in Minneapolis.



Exhibitions
The Museum remains deeply engaged in the creation of 
People of the Waters, our first major long-term exhibition 
since 1998. A look at the Museum’s first floor gallery 
easily shows just how much effort is involved in a 
project of this magnitude. Split Rock Studios in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, is under contract for much of the 
work, but Museum staff also plays a fundamental role. 
The Museum extends its profound gratitude to the 
primary content expert, Dr. Jeffery Behm, University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh, and to Dr. Ray Reser, University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

The Museum presented Be the Dinosaur, an interactive 
exhibition that enabled visitors to learn about life in 
the Cretaceous Period through amazing virtual reality 
simulators and traditional fossil casts and labels. The 
exhibition had clear links to K-12 science curriculum 
and that connection resulted in attendance of almost 
700 school children from throughout the region.

Notable Acquisitions
With gallery and storage space at a premium, staff 
continues to employ innovative ways to utilize space. 
Paper, photographs, and film continue to be the 
fastest-growing area of collections. To ease crowding, 
the Museum continues the process of assessing 
artifacts and, when appropriate, removing them from 
collections. When appropriate, items removed from 
collections are transferred to other museums.

         “You are doing an outstanding job. 
                   My, how I enjoy reading The Muse.” 
                                                 -Janice Pennau

Beautiful landscape by the distinguished artist Jean Cazin (1849-1901) 
recently conserved by Chicago-based art conservator Barry Bauman, 
c.late 19th century. OPM #3004.52

Oshkosh industry played a significant 
role during World War II. The 
Federal government contracted 
with many local firms to 
produce war goods ranging 
from infantry mortars 
to parachute hardware. 
Before the war, Mondl 
Manufacturing made 
quality footwear and leather 
goods such as aviator 
helmets, including one worn 
by aviator Charles Lindberg 
on his famous trans-Atlantic 
flight in 1927. The Museum 
recently acquired two leather flight 
helmets, shoes, photographs, and a 
grouping of archival material related 
to this company and its founder, 
Adolph Martin Mondl.

The Museum acquired a small homemade still from 
the 1920s that illustrates the Prohibition Era. Beginning 
in 1920, the 18th Amendment made it illegal to 
produce, sell, and transport alcoholic 
beverages and people immediately found 
ways around the law. One way was 
to distill liquor in the basement of 
homes using small, simple stills that 
produced enough “moonshine” 
for home consumption.  
Continued on page 10

Mondl Manufacturing made this 
leather aviator’s flight helmet during 
World War II, a type used by all 
branches of service. Acc. 2016.6. 
Gift of Bonnie Jean Wolfgram.
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For over 90 years the Oshkosh Public Museum has been a community 
resource where people come together to celebrate a common heritage, to 
connect and remember our past, and to create new memories. 

The Museum remains committed to sharing the astonishing real stories 
from the past and ensuring the vast array of artifacts, images and historical 
documents in our collections are preserved for future generations to 
discover the richness of life in Oshkosh and the Lake Winnebago region.

Presenting this heritage in compelling ways is one of the goals for the creation 
of a new long-term exhibition called People of the Waters that will explore the 
region’s richness of prehistoric and early life that spans 10,000 years.

The key storyline and interpretive elements of this cutting edge experience 
were selected based on public input and feedback from a focus group of 
teachers to link with major curriculum points on the study of the Ice Age, 
Native American cultures, and the impact of the Fur Trade.

The waterways were like highways, and canoes would have been a common 
sight throughout the Lake Winnebago region during the early historic 
period. To best represent this history, Museum staff wanted the new 
People of the Waters exhibit to include both a birch-bark and dugout canoe. 

Using centuries-old skills, master canoe builder Ferdy Goode of Arbor 
Vitae, Wisconsin, built a craft that is identical to the nimble vessels that once 
slipped through the rivers and marshes of the Winnebago region. It will 
be featured along with a dugout canoe crafted by Dr. Jeff Behm and UW-
Oshkosh students that participated in a field experience class during the 
spring 2016 interim.

Other exhibit highlights include a dynamic 40-foot long artifact display 
wall representing the cultural history from about 10,000 years ago up to 
the 1850s, an interactive longhouse dwelling, a walk-over archaeological 
excavation site, an interpretive multi-touch geological map, a travel and trade 
exploration station, and the work of contemporary Native American artists. 

People of the Waters will have a major impact on the Museum, the 
community, and our role in serving students and teachers. The exhibition, 
the only one in its class in eastern Wisconsin, combines science, math, 
environmental history, heritage and the arts in a captivating interactive 
format, providing enriching field trip opportunities that align and 
enhance classroom instruction.

A white pine log, donated by Dr. George Vater 
Olsen, awaits its transformation into a dugout 
canoe by Dr. Jeff Behm and UW-Oshkosh 
students that participated in a field experience 
class during the spring 2016 interim.

After removal of the bark and leveling the top 
of the log, students apply clay to direct the slow 
burn to hollow out the log. 

Dr. Jeff Behm and UW-Oshkosh students analyze 
the log to determine the best orientation for 
the dugout canoe, then they begin removing 
the bark with an adze.
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After several days of burning and scraping, the 
dugout canoe is beginning to take shape. 

Hot smoldering embers glow toward the end 
of each day’s burn.

Each day after the charred wood is removed, 
a new layer of clay is applied to the vessel 
opening to direct another day’s burn. 

The charred wood from the previous day’s 
burn is scraped away with an adze. Students pose for a photo while monitoring

the fire.

Thank you to our Major Sponsors for supporting People of the Waters:
Associated Bank
Alberta S. Kimball-Mary L. Anhaltzer Foundation
John E. Kuenzl Foundation

Volunteers Make A Difference!

We wish to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all our dedicated 
volunteers, who have given 
so selflessly of their time and 
talents over the years. Volunteers 
recorded nearly 1,800 hours this 
past year, from enhancing the 
visitor experience to helping with 
the care and documentation of 
our vast collections, or serving on 
the Museum Board. Volunteers 
play a vital role to advancing our 
mission, and we are truly grateful 
for their support and generosity.

After three weeks of tireless work, the dugout 
canoe is placed into storage to await further 
refinement prior to its placement in the People 
of the Waters exhibit.

Creating this state-of-the-art full 
gallery exhibition is a demanding, 
complicated and expensive 
undertaking involving researchers, 
volunteers, City departments, local 
contractors, and the experience of 
Split Rock Studios and Museum staff.

Like any mammoth project, the 
implementation and success of 
People of the Waters is dependent 
on funding. The City of Oshkosh 
is helping to fund a significant 
part of the cost, but the balance of 
expenses associated with this exhibit 
must be borne by the generosity of 
foundations, businesses, individuals 
and Museum trusts.

People of the Waters is expected to 
open in September 2017. Please 
consider making a charitable gift 
to help bring all the innovative 
components of this amazing 
exhibition to life. Donations can 
be made in person or by mail, 
and are also accepted online at 
oshkoshmuseum.org.

For more information on this project, 
or if interested in becoming a major 
sponsor, contact the Oshkosh Public 
Museum at 920.236.5799, stop in at 
1331 Algoma Blvd in Oshkosh, or 
visit online at oshkoshmuseum.org.
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Notable Acquisitions- Continued from page 7

One way Native Americans earned much needed cash 
was by making traditional split ash baskets for sale to 
the tourist trade. The Museum acquired several Ho-
Chunk baskets that were made between 1920 and 1950, 
as well as an Oneida basket made in 2002. All show 
high quality workmanship and artistry and illustrate a 
tradition that stretches
back countless
generations.

A selection of traditional Native 
American baskets. Acc. 2016.17. 
Gift of Rick Rego.

Jos. Laus chocolates box, early 20th century, Jos. Laus Chocolates, 
272 N. Main Street, Oshkosh. Gift of Mary Ann Green. Acc. 2016.33.

Mickey Mouse stuffed toy, c1950, hand-made (likely from a 
pattern). Gift of Deborah Traugott. Acc. 2016.38.



Strength in Numbers
Statement of Revenue and Expenses for the year ending December 31

Operating Funds
   City Appropriation
   Admission Fees
   Gifts and Donations
   Gift Shop and Photograph Sales
   Miscellaneous Revenue
   Transfers In   
   Additional Transfer 
   Total Revenue
   Total Expenses
   Balance For Fiscal Year

Membership Fund
Exhibition Fund
Collections Fund 
Dr. Richard and Jeanne Kitz Director’s Fund 
Lona and Edward G. Kitz Trust Fund
William E. Bray Trust Fund 
Ethel J. Behncke Museum Trust Fund 
Frederick and Marion Hughes Durow Trust Fund 
Dr. Norman Marohn Museum Endowment Trust Fund
Capital Fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation
Endowment Fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation
Collection Fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation

Philanthropy
Brad Larson, Director

Just as the Museum’s collections have grown item-by-item over the decades due to the generosity of individuals, 
so have our funds. The Endowment was started ten years ago through a special fundraising dinner and auction 
at the old Columbus Club. The $30,000 in auction sales has grown to $260,000, thanks to people who believe 
in our mission. The Endowment’s importance to the Museum’s future is considerable, for the ability to remain 
relevant and meet core purposes cannot be separated from our financial strength. 

Frederick and Marion Durow bequeathed $2.8 million to the Museum in 2009, a sum that represented a lifetime 
of hard work and savings. The Museum was a special place for them, and they wanted to leave a legacy. Under 
the management of Associated Trust Company, the Frederick Schattschneider and Marion Hughes Durow Trust 
has grown to $3,418,300. The Trust supports a full-time position, as well as exhibition and capital projects. Prudent 
management and use will ensure the Durow bequest continues forever.

I am thankful that the Oshkosh Public Museum is part of your personal support and philanthropy. Every contribution,
regardless of size, strengthens this remarkable community asset. On behalf of the Board and staff, and future 
generations who will enjoy and learn from the Museum and its collections, I express my gratitude for your foresight.

2015

863,400
149,140

670
56,961
1,135

71,032
51,552

1,193,890
1,075,459

118,431

143,617
7,052

613,546
263,378
54,025
17,436

297,683
3,273,000

108,691
90,371

267,306
107,536

2014

741,000
39,428
3,384

18,020
48,153
92,321

107,851
1,050,157
1,146,090

(95,933)

119,777
30,062

616,486
260,334
53,714
17,514

304,852
3,442,465

108,116
10,487

269,640
112,057
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