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2009 Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest Winners on Display at the Oshkosh 
Public Museum 
 
The winning artwork of the statewide 2009 Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest is on 
display at the Oshkosh Public Museum until Sunday, August 9. Participation in the contest 
has significantly increased over the past few years, and this year’s winners represented 
communities all over the state of Wisconsin. 
 
Oshkosh, WI – July 7, 2009 – The winning artwork of the 82nd annual statewide Helen Farnsworth 
Mears Art Contest will be on display at the Oshkosh Public Museum until Sunday, August 9. 
 
A total of 55 entries were submitted in all categories at the state level. The winners were selected 
on May 8th at the General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) State Convention in Stevens 
Point, WI. Winners came from all over the state, representing the towns of Cedarburg, Hartland, 
Menomonie, Oconomowoc, Oshkosh, Pewaukee and Plymouth. 
 
Local interest and participation in the contest has been steadily growing since 2003, when it was 
reintroduced in the Oshkosh community as a part of the city’s sesquicentennial celebration. Seven 
Oshkosh middle schools participated this year: Webster Stanley, Traeger, Merrill, South Park, 
Tipler, St. John Neumann and Oshkosh Christian, with about 100 entries submitted at Oshkosh’s 
local level. Three out of the twelve state winners were from Oshkosh. 
 
The art contest was created in 1927 by the GFWC in Wisconsin to honor Oshkosh sculptor Helen 
Farnsworth Mears. The purpose of the contest is to promote the work of developing artists and to 
encourage Wisconsin youth to pursue art. 
 
Each year, the contest is opened to all 7th and 8th graders in Wisconsin, whether taught in public, 
parochial or home schools. Artwork passes through a series of three evaluations, at the local, 
district and state levels, before the final winning pieces are selected. The contest focuses on two 
art categories, painting/drawing and sculpture. Class A represents students who have entered 
under the direction of a certified art instructor. Class B artwork is entered by students without direct 
art instruction. 
 
For more information on the Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest or the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, please contact museum curator Debra Daubert at (920) 236-5767. 
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Following is a listing of the state winners and their artwork. 
 
CLASS A Painting/Drawing (2-D) 
1st –Meggie Krautsch – “Self-Portrait”;  

Oshkosh Christian School, Oshkosh 
Grade 7 

2nd –Savannah Nguyen – “Scruffy”; 
        Carl Traeger Middle School, Oshkosh 

Grade 8 
3rd –Hunter Graff – “1 Pt Perspective”;  
        Webster Transitional School, Cedarburg 

Grade 7 
 
CLASS A Sculpture (3-D) 
1st –Mariah Karis – “Girl Who Found Her 

Soul”;  
     Menomonie Middle School, Menomonie 

Grade 8 
2nd –Connor Martin – “Glass Pendant”;  
        St. Francis Borgia School, Cedarburg 

Grade 8 
3rd –Heather Schroeder – “Great Scientist”;  
        Webster Stanley Middle School, 

Oshkosh 
Grade 8 

 
CLASS B Paint & Drawing (2-D)  
1st –Mary Schroettner – untitled;  
        Home School, Hartland 

Grade 7 
2nd –Rachel Francis – untitled;  
        St. John the Baptist School, Plymouth 

Grade 8 
3rd –Claire Schroettner – untitled;  
       Home School, Hartland 

Grade 8 
 
CLASS B – Sculpture (3-D) 
1st –Laura Loucks – “Messenger Bag”;  
       Prairie Hill Waldorf School, Pewaukee 

Grade 8 
2nd –Mackenzie Allen – “Leggs”’;  
        St. Paul Evangelical School, Oconomowoc 

Grade 8 
3rd –Sophia Kiela – “Mary Had a Little Lamb of God”;  
        St. John the Baptist School, Plymouth 

Grade 8 

 
About the Oshkosh Public Museum 
The Oshkosh Public Museum was founded in 1924 and is accredited by the American 
Association of Museums. The museum houses artifacts, photographs, film and archival materials 
that represent the material culture, ideas and values of Oshkosh and the Lake Winnebago 
Region. It is dedicated to bringing history and heritage to life through creative, quality exhibitions, 
programs, publications and other educational experiences. The museum is a center for the 
preservation of local culture and encourages citizens to discover their community and its 
heritage. The Oshkosh Public Museum is located at 1331 Algoma Boulevard. For admission, 
hours and more information on the Oshkosh Public Museum, call (920) 236-5799 or visit 
www.oshkoshmuseum.org
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